Basketball Press Report 26 OCTOBER 2008 

Thirty points from forwards Kyle Styan and Jez Lonsdale helped Darfield’s men secure a 62-48 victory in their first ever National Founders Cup encounter. (Foulstone School Sports Hall, Sunday 26 October.) 

Ben Lewis hit the first seven points for opponents Holyhead Celts who led 7-5 after six minutes. Two points from Kyle Styan and four from guard Mark Sawyer pushed Darfield into an 11-7 lead. Michael Stalman then opened his account for the Celts to close the gap to 11-10 but player coach Ben Beaumont hit two free shots in the tenth minute to post a 13-10 lead for Darfield at the close of the first period.
Holyhead opened the second period with a 7-0 run to lead 17-13, but  forwards Jamie Loftus and Kyle Styan hit four points each as Darfield responded with a 14-6 run to lead 27-23. A Neil Williams three pointer on the buzzer, closed the gap to 27-26 at half time.
Darfield, with guards Ben Beaumont and Mark Sawyer dominant in the back court, edged in front in the third period with a 16-7 split. Jez Lonsdale (6) Jamie Loftus (4). Kyle Styan (2), Dave Dibb(2) and Ben Beaumont (2) scoring the points.

Young forward, Paul Ellis, was on target with four points at the start of the final period to push Darfield’s lead to 48-36. The Celts lost their top scorer, Ben Lewis, with five fouls but three pointers from Kris Williams and Peter Barry built a 12-4 Celts run to reduce Darfield’s lead to four points.
Darfield re-assembled their big hitters on court and Jez Lonsdale hit six out of eight free shots as the home side finished with a 10-0 run to win by fourteen points.

Darfield

Kyle Styan 16, Jez Lonsdale 14, Jamie Loftus 8, Mark Sawyer 8, Paul Ellis 6, Dave Dibb 4, Gupreet Bansal, Joe Williams, Luke Worstenholme, Andy Brown, Lee Clayton, Player coach Ben Beaumont 6.
Holyhead Celts

Ben Lewis 19, Neil Williams 8, Kris Williams 6, Sion Parry capt. 5, Michael Stalman 5, Peter Barry 5, Adam Goodwin, James Coleman.

Darfield’s next cup encounter is against Middlesbrough Lions on 30 November at home, they then travel to Leigh Sports Village to play Westleigh Warriorz. on the 6 December.
Darfield’s youngest players opened their season with a tournament at the Goals Centre. Forward Lewis Tinker and guard Daniel Hewitt were on target as the Dunkers U11s opened with a 4-4 draw against Sheffield Arrows. The Dunkers then shot into a 10-6 lead against All Saints but the Goals centre side hit back to inflict a 16-12 defeat on the Dunkers. The Dunkers, with Thomas Rhymer and Jacob Danks becoming more dominant in the back court, then fought out a 12-12 draw against Rotherham Hawks. The U11s finishing with a 18-6 victory over Sheffield Sharks. The Sheffield youngsters had no match up with forward Lewis Tinker who hit 14 consecutive points. Lewis Tinker top scored for the Dunkers with 26. Daniel Hewitt hit 14 and Jacob Danks 6.

Dunkers U11s

Lewis Tinker 26, Daniel Hewitt 14, Jacob Danks 6, Tom Micklethwaite, Thomas Rhymer, Archie Carr, James Hughes. Coach Bert Beaumont.

Dunkers Rookies had seven players taking part in their first competitive games. The youngsters gained valuable experience as they lost to Sheffield Arrows (10-0), All Saints (10-0) and Rotherham Hawks (8-0)
Dunkers Rookies

Ewan Wainwright, Jack Moss, Joe Micklethwaite, Maisie Carr, Jade Scholey, Greg Durand, Chris Holling, Katie Yarnall, Jordan Taylor, Luke Zainheald. Coached Dave Markham, Ian Moss

